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be in an age that was dominated by quite other points
of view, What is constructive, universal and truly
enduring in history, should be put before the young
people of to-day; they should not be bemused with
partial and agreeably coloured sketches of the life of a
single section of society. We need, in the first place,
a history-book purged of the old poison. Slander of
another nation does not constitute a glorification of
one's own. We have no need to establish our national
greatness by such methods. We cannot make new
history so long as the present generation is provided
with past history in so mangled and falsified a guise."
He spoke in quick abrupt sentences, trusting more
than ever to the shorthand of his argument, as though
he wanted to utter as quickly as he could all lie
thoughts that raced through his brain.

" Do you know what we want ?" he asked suddenly,
breaking in upon an account of the efforts that had been
made towards spiritual disarmament. " We need a
kind of Who's Who of great men. We know too
little of men in other lands who have contributed to the
common heritage of humanity. We statesmen have
been occupied until now in disposing of the war, we
had no time to construct a peace. As soon as I have
finished my political work, as soon as I can get my
elbow-room again, I shall devote myself to these
questions."

Finished ? His work was indeed finished, but the
end of it was far other than he had imagined.

He was now to suffer the heaviest blow of the short
remainder of his life. He thought that the news of
the evacuation would have been received with gratitude
for his services, and taken as a justification of his policy